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3rd Phytosanitary Conference

3rd Phytosanitary Conference Celebrates the International
Year of Plant Health with Calls to Protect Plants for Posterity

T

he 3rd Phytosanitary Conference commenced

with delegates celebrating the International Year
of Plant Health and being urged to take care of
plant health and resources for posterity. In 2018,
the United Nations General Assembly declared
2020 as the International Year of Plant Health(IYPH) which is a once in a lifetime opportunity to
raise global awareness on how protecting plant
health can help end hunger, reduce poverty, protect the environment and boost economic development. Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the IYPH
is also being celebrated in 2021. The Phytosanitary Conference is therefore an opportunity for
KEPHIS and Kenya in general to raise awareness
of the importance and positive impacts of plant
health in addressing issues of global importance.
The Conference has attracted over 163 participants from 16 countries, i.e. Burundi, Ghana,
Kenya, United States of America, Rwanda,
Uganda, Zambia, Finland, France, United Kingdom, Djibouti, Eritrea, Somalia, South Sudan,
Cameroon and India. 68 papers and 20 posters
are to be presented. The objectives of the conference are: (i) International Year of Plant Health;
(ii) Pest Surveillance in Phytosanitary Systems;
(iii) Import Control and Export Certification in
Phytosanitary Systems; (iv) Pest Diagnostics in
Phytosanitary Systems; (v) Emerging Innovations
in Phytosanitary Systems; (vi) Industry Role in
Implementation of Successful Phytosanitary Systems and (vii) Capacity Building, Regulatory
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Framework, Trade Negotiations and Communication in Phytosanitary Systems.
Mr. Douglas Kangi who represented the Cabinet
Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock, Fisheries and Cooperatives Hon. Peter Munya at the
official opening stated that one of the top priorities of the Ministry in Kenya is to look beyond food
availability to ensuring that people are well-fed
and food secure.
However, he noted that climate change, environmental degradation of land and loss of biodiversity
threatens the ability to ensure global food security, eradicate poverty and achieve sustainable
development. “The direct and indirect effects of
climate change include changing rainfall patterns,
drought, flooding and the geographical re-distribution of pests and diseases, “he said. He added,
“Many countries are creating national climate
change adaptation plans and putting them into
action, with agriculture as a priority sector for
adaptation given its high vulnerability to climate
risks. While we combat climate change through
seed varieties that are tolerant to pests, grow in a
short amount of time and require little water,
active afforestation among others, increased
global trade is exposing our country to pests and
diseases.” This therefore calls for greater efforts
to mitigate the entrance of pests and diseases into
new territories where they would cause adverse
impacts to the economy, the environment and
human health derailing us from the ability to feed
the bludgeoning populations.

3rd Phytosanitary Conference

KEPHIS Board Chairman Mr. Robin Achoki urged
the delegates to commit to trade in a safe way so
as to guard Kenya’s agriculture against invasion
of pests and diseases. “Traders should comply
with the international plant health standards
developed by the International Plant Protection
Convention (IPPC) to control the spread of pests,”
He said.
He reiterated the importance of the International
Year of Plant Health which aims to increase
awareness among the public and policy makers of
the importance of healthy plants and the necessity to protect them in order to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals and push the global food
security and nutrition agenda. “It is hoped the
year will trigger greater global collaboration to
support plant health policies at all levels, which
will contribute significantly to the SDGs,” he said.

02

KE P H I S N E W SLE TT E R

KEPHIS MD Prof. Theophilus Mutui, in his presentation, gave an overview of KEPHIS and also of
the Centre of Phytosanitary Excellence(COPE).
COPE, one of the sponsors of the conference, was
formed on the premise that African countries lack
effective systems for managing phytosanitary
measures at the national level and also lack good
regional co-ordination on international requirements. Domiciled at KEPHIS Headquarters, it has
trained more than 4,200 participants from Kenya,
Malawi, Uganda, Tanzania, DRC, Rwanda, Burundi, Zambia, South Africa, Ethiopia, Eswatini, Zimbabwe, Ghana, Botswana, Lesotho, Nigeria,
Somali, Sudan, South Sudan and others. COPE
has coordinated organization of the phytosanitary
conferences and supported publishing of the phytosanitary journal.

3rd Phytosanitary Conference

Speech by Hon. Peter Munya, MGH, Cabinet Secretary, Ministry of
Agriculture, Livestock, Fisheries & Co-operatives during the opening of the 3rd Phytosanitary Conference held on 13th- September
2021 at KEPHIS headquaters - KAREN, Kenya.

“O

n behalf of the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock, Fisheries and Cooperatives, I wish to extend a warm welcome to all
delegates to the 3rd Phytosanitary Conference. I am glad to note
that this conference brings together Phytosanitary and plant
health specialists from the whole of Africa and the world at
large who contribute significantly to set economic priorities and
goals.

Hon. Peter Munya

Ladies and gentlemen, t he agriculture sector is the primary
driver of Kenya’s economy hence the importance of the deliberations of this international conference cannot be overemphasized. The importance of the sector has been highlighted
through major blueprints notably Vision 2030, Medium-Term
Plan III and the President’s Big Four priority agenda for
2017-2022, which emphasize the importance of 100% food and
nutrition security for all Kenyans. Furthermore, the government

through my Ministry implements the Agricultural
Sector Transformation and Growth Strategy
ASTGS 2019-2029. This strategy seeks to rapidly
transform this critical sector by achieving our
potential in agriculture that will lead to food security, improve our farmer and local community
incomes, lower the cost of food and increase
employment (particularly for women and youth).
I am pleased to be part of this forum today where
KEPHIS has embraced the ASTGS flagships and
created a forum where key milestones for
enhanced bio-security, agricultural productivity
and trade facilitation at the local, regional and
international markets. As a government, we endevour to contribute to the achievement of security
and the range of Sustainable Development Goals,
together with partners across the globe.
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Ladies and gentlemen, Focusing on this workshop, the deliberations are aimed at building
capacity of the participants to enhance compliance
to Phytosanitary provisions of the International
Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) as outlined in
the International Standards for Phytosanitary Measures (ISPM). These, in totality aim at protecting
cultivated and wild plants by preventing the introduction and spread of pests into endangered areas
and cooperating to control pests of plants and
plant products. I am glad that the conference is
being held at a time when we are facing challenges-and opportunities-in matters phytosanitary.
Indeed, matters plant health have taken centre
stage in recent years globally due to interlinkages
of production and safety of food, local and

3rd Phytosanitary Conference

international trade and market standards. Research
also shows that globally, pests and diseases affect
the quality of crops and reduce crop production by
33% resulting in loss of income and disruptions of
international markets, thus affecting trade between
countries. This you will agree is a serious consequence as agriculture is the mainstay of many African economies. The sector provides 60% of all
employment in Africa and it is still the largest contributor to Africa’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
and in some countries, the biggest source of
foreign exchange.
Ladies and gentlemen, One of the top priorities
of agriculture in Kenya is to look beyond food availability to ensuring people are well-fed and food
secure. In Kenya, two issues stand out: one is the
impact of pests on our crops and the other is the
increasing impact of agribusiness as a source of
employment particularly to our young people.
Unlike before, agriculture was a source of employment for senior citizens when they finalized their
formal employment. Not anymore; studies have
shown that agribusiness has the capacity to transform livelihoods particularly here in Kenya and
Africa. As such, increased capacity building to meet
market standards is of necessity to retain our overseas markets which are a major source of foreign
exchange. In addition, investment in pest management research and interventions considering the
emerging issues should be a priority. With its vast
agricultural potential, Africa's agribusiness sector is
predicted to reach US$1 trillion by 2030. This
means that as the continent produces food it needs
to know how to mitigate against pests and diseases
so as to attain the requirements of global markets.
Ladies and gentlemen, Climate change, environmental degradation of the land and loss of biodiversity threatens our ability to ensure global food
security, eradicate poverty and achieve sustainable
development. The direct and indirect effects of
climate change include changing rainfall patterns,
drought, flooding and the geographical redistribution of pests and diseases. Many countries are
creating national climate change adaptation plans
and putting them into action, with agriculture as a
priority sector for adaptation given its high vulnerability to climate risks. While we combat climate
change through seed varieties that are tolerant to
pests, grow in a short amount of time and require
little water, active afforestation among others,
increased global in trade is exposing our country to
pests and diseases. This therefore calls for greater
efforts to mitigate the entrance of pests and
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diseases into new territories where they would
cause adverse impacts to the economy, environment and human health derailing us from ability to
feed the bludgeoning populations.
Ladies and gentlemen, It has been and continues to be our experience that these opportunities
to meet and discuss the complex business of the
plant health sector are invaluable. Thus, the theme
of the Conference i.e. Enhancing Phytosanitary
Systems for Healthy Plants, Safe and Sustainable
Trade is apt for all of us. Despite the challenges,
immense opportunities are in front of us. These
include automation of phytosanitary systems,
increased collaboration with local and international
partners, awareness and sensitization forums for
farmers and other stakeholders and doing everything possible to mitigate the effects of climate
change.
All of us, players in the plant health sector, invariably share common goals, and that when we listen
to each other with open minds we can resolve our
differing views and assist each other in finding
ways to make our varied interventions useful and
effective. As a Chinese saying goes, "Teaching a
person how to fish means more than offering him
a fish." It is imperative that we all take specific
steps to provide our countries with support and
assistance in technology transfer and capacity
building, particularly on plant health management
in the development of infrastructure and human
resource to manage the emerging issues.
Ladies and gentlemen, I note a rich array of
participants and topics during this event. I also
acknowledge the various representatives from
various National Plant Protection Organizations,
donor agencies, bilateral partners, media, the
youth among others who will participate at the
event.
I wish you fruitful deliberations and hereby declare
this workshop officially open.
Thank you and God bless you all.”
H o n . P e te r G . M u n y a , E G H
C a b i n e t S e c r e ta r y , M i n i s tr y o f A g ri c u l tu r e ,
L i v e s t o c k,
Fisheries
and
C o o p e ra ti v e s
(Kenya)
1 3 th S e p te m b e r 2 0 2 1
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Opening remarks by MR. Robin Manono Achoki, Chairman, Kenya
Plant Health Inspectorate Service Board of Directors during the official opening of the 3rd Phytosanitary Conference held on 13th- September 2021 at KEPHIS headquaters - Karen, Kenya.

-

Our Chief Guest, Hon Peter Munya - CS, MOALF&C.
KEPHIS Board of Management and staff.
Chief Executives of State Corporations.
County Government Representatives.
Development Partners.
The Private sector players.
Farmers present.
Ladies and gentlemen.
All protocols observed.

“O

MR. ROBIN MANONO ACHOKI

n behalf of the Board of Directors, Management and
staff of Kenya Plant Health Inspectorate Service (KEPHIS), I
wish to welcome all local and international delegates to the
3rd Phytosanitary Conference whose coordination is at
KEPHIS Headquarters in Nairobi, Kenya.

Agriculture, which is the foundation of economic
and social development, has a direct and significant bearing on food security, economic growth
and social stability. Threats to plants such as pests
and diseases, cross boundary transfer of pests
through international travel and trade, disruptive
human activities and climate change are increasingly contributing negatively to food security
efforts. Experts estimate that up to 40% crop
losses occur due to pest invasion, costing the
global economy over $220 billion annually. In fact,
the current desert locust invasion being witnessed
in different parts of East Africa is a red flag for
future food insecurities. Despite the increasing
impact of plant pests and diseases, resources are
few to address the problem.
Ladies and gentlemen, this conference is being
held as the world celebrates the International
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Year of Plant Health (IYPH) following the adopted
resolution by the United Nations General Assembly
to increase awareness among the public and policy
makers of the importance of healthy plants and the
necessity to protect them in order to achieve the
Sustainable Development Goals and push the
global food security and nutrition agenda. It is
hoped the year will trigger greater global collaboration to support plant health policies at all levels,
which will contribute significantly to the Sustainable Development Agenda. The IYPH bestows
upon us the responsibility of ensuring that we plan
and execute key events to mark the International
Year of Plant Health (IYPH) in 2020. Indeed, the
IYPH 2020 is a once in a lifetime opportunity to
raise global awareness on how protecting plant
health can help end hunger, reduce poverty, protect the environment and boost economic development. The 3rd Phytosanitary Conference is an
opportunity for KEPHIS and Kenya to raise awareness of the importance and

3rd Phytosanitary Conference
positive impacts of plant health in addressing
issues of global importance. At this meeting we
will discuss many significant issues that will have
an impact on the effectiveness of the mandate of
KEPHIS and all the players concerned.
Ladies and gentlemen, we owe it to our posterity that we build and preserve institutions of great
excellence and world standing. At KEPHIS, we
have spearheaded awareness, publicity and sensitization forums on the Year, including holding this
international conference. We have also engaged
students, donor agencies, farmers and other
stakeholders on the importance of the IYPH.
Though social and other media, we engaged
students to write essays on six themes around the
IYPH. The winners will be announced during this
conference. We are glad that the subject of plant
health is gaining traction among our young people
who are future ambassadors on plant health.
As the world continues to commemorate the
International Year of Plant Health, it is important
to note that we all have a role to play in ensuring
that we protect our plant resources. We must
commit to trade in a safe way so as to guard our
agriculture and country against invasion of pests
and diseases. Traders must comply with the international plant health standards developed by the
International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC)
to control the spread of pests.
Passengers are urged to be cautious when bringing plants and their products across borders; all
plants in passengers’ possession need to be
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declared at points of entry such as airports and
border points. In Kenya, KEPHIS requires that all
passengers declare any and all plant materials in
their possession at our offices which are located
at entry points of Kenya to ensure that the products meet phytosanitary requirements. This prevents the entry of injurious pests and diseases
that could adversely affect our agricultural
resources; no plant is too small or insignificant to
declare.
I call upon everyone to participate in plant protection activities throughout this year and beyond. I
am informed that in the course of the conference
you will have discussions on topics being
advanced by the plant health community for
enhanced management of emerging issues in
Kenya, Africa and the World.
In this regard, I urge all players in the sector to
collaborate and work together and ensure Kenya
reaps the benefits that are readily available from
these new developments.”
M r . R o b i n M a n o n o Ac h o k i
Chairman
KEPHIS Board of Directors
K e n y a P l a n t H e a l t h I n s p e c t o ra te S e r v i c e
(KEPHIS)
1 3 th S e p te m b e r 2 0 2 1
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Opening remarks for Prof. Theophilus Mutui, Managing Director
Kenya Plant Health Inspectorate Service during the opening of the
3rd Phytosanitary Conference held on 13th September 2021 at
KEPHIS headquaters - Karen, Kenya.

“I

PROF. THEOPHILUS MUTUI

wish to welcome all delegates to the 3rd Phytosanitary Conference. We are proud to host this conference that follow two successful ones held in 2016 and 2018. The world is facing unprecedented and challenging times due to the Covid-19 pandemic that
has greatly affected the way we conduct our businesses globally.
As such, this conference is being held virtually with coordination
at KEPHIS Headquarters, Nairobi. The event was to be held last
year but was postponed due to pandemic. Nonetheless, we are
glad that with the aid of technological advancements, we are able
to converge virtually from anywhere in the world. We urge all
delegates to follow the Ministry of Health’s guidance and protocols
in mitigating the disease as outlined in their respective countries.

Ladies and gentlemen, as Kenya’s NPPO, we
recognize the important role that plants and plant
health play to our country, our region and the
whole world. Trade in agricultural commodities
play an important role in the economic transformation of our country. We recognize the intricate
connectivity between plant health and plant trade,
market access, incomes to our citizens and human
health. It is in this regard that we have coordinated the unique skills, resources, and lessons
learned from various players to come up with the
theme for this conference.
This conference aims to enhance the knowledge
on phytosanitary matters among researchers,
practitioners of plant health, the Developmental
Partners, National Plant Protection Organizations
(NPPOs), government agencies, farmers, media,
students and youth. This will be achieved through
sharing of ideas and experiences as well as having
conversations that impact the plant health industry in Kenya and around the world.
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Ladies and gentlemen, We have a rich array of
objectives for this conference. These are: (i)
International Year of Plant Health; (ii) Pest Surveillance in Phytosanitary Systems; (iii) Import
Control and Export Certification in Phytosanitary
Systems; (iv) Pest Diagnostics in Phytosanitary
Systems; (v) Emerging Innovations in Phytosanitary Systems; (vi) Industry Role in Implementation of Successful Phytosanitary Systems; (vii)
Capacity Building, Regulatory Framework, Trade
Negotiations and Communication in Phytosanitary
Systems. The conference will encompass speeches, posters, exhibitions and pre-recorded practicals. We have organized events for the specific
target groups like the youth, technologies for
market access, among others. The intensive
discussions, presentations, debates and plenary
sessions will go a long way in strengthening plant
health system in Kenya, Africa and the world.

3rd Phytosanitary Conference

At KEPHIS, our vision is Healthy Plants, Safe
Trade and Sustainable Agro-environment for a
Prosperous Kenya while our mission is To Provide
a Science-based Regulatory Service by Assuring
Plant Health, Quality of Agricultural Inputs and
Produce for Food Security, Globally Competitive
Agriculture and Sustainable Development. We
endevour to create an enabling environment that
contribute to the reduction of plant health risks,
and helps minimize trade costs by making trade
in plants, plant products and regulated articles
more transparent and efficient, allowing goods to
move more smoothly between markets. The
world is a global village, technology is improving
rapidly thereby exposing our country to risks that
must be well contained through established
systems. We are confident that an improved
all-inclusive phytosanitary system will go a long
way in sustainably protecting our country against
invasions by plant pests.
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In conclusion, let me thank those who have
worked hard to make this conference possible. I
take this opportunity to thank our sponsors:
Centre for Agriculture and Biosciences International (CABI), the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), Regional Integration Implementation
Programme (RIIP), the Centre of Phytosanitary
Excellence (COPE), the International Maize and
Wheat Improvement Centre (CIMMYT) and Syngenta for making this event possible. I look
forward to future fruitful collaborations.
Thank you and I wish you fruitful deliberations.
Stay safe!”
P r o f . T h e o p h i l u s M . M u tu i , P h D
M a n a g i n g D i re c to r , K e n y a P l a n t
I n s p e c to ra t e S e r v i c e
1 3 th S e p te m b e r 2 0 2 1

H e a l th

3rd Phytosanitary Conference

Republic Of Zambia
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
Statement by Dr. Kenneth K. Msiska, Director, Plant Quarantine
and Phystosanitary Service, National Plant Protection Organization of Zambia on the occassion of the 3rd International Phytosanitary Conference held from 13th to 16th September, 2021, KEPHIS,
Nairobi, Kenya.

“C

itary systems; emerging innovations in phytosanitary systems; the industry role in implehairperson, mentation of successful phytosanitary systems;
The Director,
and capacity building, regulatory framework,
AU-Inter-Africa Phytosanitary Council,
trade negotiations and communication in phyThe Managing Director-KEPHIS,
tosanitary systems all augment efforts to
Professor Theophilus Mutui,
Representatives of Regional Economic Communities, achieve a comprehensive and well-functioning
Representatives of The Food and Agriculture Orga- phytosanitary system for our nations, regions
and the globe at large.
nization,
The Heads and Representatives of Heads os NPPOS
Distinguished Delegates,
present,
The negative impact of plant pests and their
Representatives of research bodies present,
quick spread especially as exacerbated by
Distinguished Delegates,
increased global trade and the effects of climate
may I simply say all protocols observed.
change, cannot be overemphasized. It is therefore imperative that nations, regions, and the
It is a great honour and privilege to be among you all
globe take necessary and appropriate actions to
today at this very important event which is the third ensure that we all keep pace with these
international phytosanitary conference themed unavoidable evolutions in the world we live in.
enhancing phytosanitary systems for healthy plants, the necessary and appropriate actions refer to
safe and sustainable trade. Let me thank the kenya those that will promote and enhance phytosaniplant health inspectorate service (kephis) and the tary systems and their effective implementation
managing director, professor theophilus mutui, for the world over.
the gracious invitation to deliver a key note speech
Awareness creation on the importance of plants
at this conference.
to various forms of life on earth including the
Ladies and Gentlemen, this third international phy- environment and the need to protect these
tosanitary conference forms part of celebrations of plants from pests is a key starting point. support
the international year of plant health which started to implement or operationalize sound and effective phytosanitary systems can only be obtained
at the beginning of 2020. the theme of this conferfrom well informed and convinced governence therefore appropriately speaks to the objective
ments, institutions and cooperating partners. It
of the international year of plant health. further, the
is therefore important for parties that lobby for
thematic areas which are: international year of plant
support to know how to package and present
health itself; pest surveillance in phytosanitary
their message to these potential collaborating
systems; import control and export certification in
institutions in order to get the much-needed
phytosanitary systems; pest diagnostics in phytosansupport to enhance phytosanitary systems.
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Chairperson, Ladies and Gentlemen,
We are alive to the real impact of covid 19 globally
and the negative impact it caused on the smooth
celebration of the IYPH 2020, which among them,
were cancellation of physical meetings, conferences
and workshops as well as field days, shows, expos
and trade fairs meant to raise awareness on plant
health and related matters. I however, wish to
salute the FAO, IPPC, RPPO, NPPOS and many other
actors in the plant health fraternity for the initiatives
they embarked on in the wake of covid 19 to still
progress initiatives and activities meant to celebrate
the IYPH.

convention (IPPC), regional plant protection organizations (RPPOS) and national plant protection organizations (NPPOS) around the theme of the international year of plant health 2020 have yielded a
significant impact on realizing the objective of the
IYPH 2020.

I do believe that the outcomes of these activities
undertaken in 2020 and in 2021 will trigger further
reflections on the status of plant health around the
world and stress the importance of plant health in
contributing to achieving some of the sustainable
development goals. Further, the activities undertaken will also enhance cooperation by relevant stakeZambia was not left out in the celebration of this holders in tackling invasive plant pest species.
very important noble cause. Like many other
member states and partners, Zambia came up with Chairperson, Distinguished Delegates,
a number of initiatives and embarked on a number As i conclude, i wish to state that while the IYPH
of activities to celebrate this important year. These celebration may have been for a stipulated period,
included the production of various awareness mate- awareness creation on protecting plants and the
rials such as caps, t-shirts, posters, brochures, hold- environment and the importance of this effort in
ing of stakeholders awareness meetings and work- fighting hunger and poverty, will live on and should
shops. Further, at government level, Zambia elevat- be perpetuated by everyone globally.
ed the portfolio of the plant quarantine and phytosanitary service (PQPS), which is the designated I therefore, implore all partners to join FAO, IPPC,
national plant protection organization (NPPO) of RPPOS, NPPOS and various public and private
Zambia, from a unit under the ministry of agricul- research bodies to share best practices and work
ture to a fully-fledged department with additional hand-in-hand at global, regional and national level,
and encourage all stakeholders from all sectors to
staff in order to enhance phytosanitary work.
work together to sustain plant health and achieve
the United Nations sustainable development goals.
Distinguished Delegates,
Furthermore, it’s a delight to share with you that the
government of Zambia, under the auspices of the
international year of plant health (IYPH) international steering committee (ISC), proposed the establishment of the observance by the un system of 12th
may as the international day of plant health (IDPH).
So far, this proposal has received overwhelming
support from the IPPC community and its cooperating partners. As i speak, the resolution is at its final
stage and only awaits presentation to united nations
general assembly later this year for endorsement.
Zambia is therefore, proud to be part of these celebrations.

Ladies and Gentlemen,
I have no doubt that many initiatives and activities
implemented so far have made some significant
impact towards realization of the objective of the
international year of plant health. similarly, the
holding of seminars, workshops, meetings and conferences by the international plant protection
10
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With these remarks, i wish all of you an enjoyable
conference as we together continue to fight plant
pest species for sustainable agriculture, the environment and economic development.
Thank you and may the good Lord Bless you
all.”

3rd Phytosanitary Conference

Select Presentations of the 3rd Phytosanitary Conference.
Effects of Changes in Market requirements: A case study of Current Status of Compliance of Kenyan Produce in the International
Market.
By Dr.Mary Guantai
Plant Inspection Unit-Jomo
International Airport

Some pests of concern to the market.
Kenyatta

• The Horticulture sector is among the leading
foreign exchange earners contributing greatly to
food security and employment.
• The European Union remains Kenya’s major
market for horticultural produce which includes
roses, carnations and gypsophila, French beans,
peas, Asian vegetables, a wide range of herbs
and fruits; however, Kenya also exports to Australia, the UK, UAE among others.
• The domestic value of horticulture production
in 2019 amounted to Kshs. 268.5 billion which
was an increase of 5% from 2018.
• In 2019, the floriculture industry accounted for
37.78% of the total domestic value of horticulture.
• The area and value of fruit production in Kenya
also increased by 10.2% and 12.3% respectively in 2019 from the values recorded in 2018 (HCD,2019).
• Although Kenya has continued to enforce
stringent measures on management of horticultural products, changes in market requirements
has negatively impacted Kenya’s horticultural
production.
• The source of non-compliance has been
attributed to documentation errors as well as
presence of harmful organisms in the importing
country.
• Growers have had to invest heavily in order to
meet the changing market requirements.
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• False codling moth, Thaumatotibia leucotreta
(Roses, Capsicum, Ravaya etc).
• Fall armyworms: Spodoptera frugiperda.
• Other armyworms: S. littoralis..
• African bollworm: Helicoverpa armigera.
• Whiteflies: Bemisia tabaci, Trialeurodes vapo
rariorum.
• Leafminer flies: Lyriomiza huidobrensis, L.
trifolii.
• Tephritidae Fruitflies; Bactorcera dorsalis, Cer
atitis capitata and others.
• Potato virus Y.
• Chrysanthemum stunt viroid
• White rust..
• Thrips and Aphids .
Sources of non-compliance.
Mainly documentation and harmful organisms..
Crops mostly intercepted.
These include roses, basil, capsicum, Eryngium,
gypsophila and solanium melangela.
Measures to address the non compliance:
Documentation errors
• Enhancing the Electronic certification system
(ECS).
• Ensuring all the changes in market requirements are included in the system.
• Capacity building for all exporters on the additional declarations and the use of the ECS
system to apply for export documents.

3rd Phytosanitary Conference
Stringent inspections at exit points.
• Regular reviews.
• Training of KEPHIS inspectors on the system and
additional declaration.
• KEPHIS has enhanced inspection at the point of
exit with the aim of reducing the non-compliances.
Harmful organisms.
• All lot of plants and plant products destined to the
European market and other markets are inspected
• Kenya has continued to establish mechanisms of at exit points for compliance with their import
official controls to assure compliance of all export to requirements Inspection and certification are
guided by International Standards for Phytosanithe various markets.
• Development and review of documents to support tary Measures, KEPHIS SOPs and work instrucand guide operations on the compliance of import tion(s).
and exports such as:
Capacity building.
• Standard Operating Procedure.
• Checklists.
• Continuous refresher trainings of inspectors on
• Work instruction.
detection and identification of pests as well as doc• Interception policy.
umentation requirements
• Emphasis on management of pests at the place of
• Training of exporters targeting scouts, sprayers
production as a major critical con ensure quality of
and supervisors at the various pro duction zones.
export of produce.
Controls at the places of production.
• Enhancing greenhouse integrity and where necessary installation of insect proof netting on the
sides to prevent entry of the pests into the greenhouse.
• Use of traps including pheromone, yellow and
blue traps, etc.
• Ensuring adequate scouting and monitoring
of pests.
• Collation pest data from farms to give guidance on
the best pest management practices.
• Enhanced quality control at the farm level.
• Post harvest treatment including dipping of
flowers in ovicides and larvicides, hot water
treatments, cold treatment, fumigation among
others.
Inspection and certification of production
systems by KEPHIS.
• KEPHIS has continued to ensure all the production facilities are audited quarterly to compliance.
• In addition, all places of production for Capsicum
are audited monthly.
• Pest free area and areas of low pest prevalence
for mango have been established in Makuni and
Tana river counties.
• Farms that fail to demonstrate adequate controls
are not approved for export
• A risk profiling at the farm level and at the point of
exit have been developed and is regularly updated.
12

KE PH I S N E W SLE TT E R

Management of rejections due to FCM.
• Companies whose produce is rejected at the exit
point due to FCM are required to give a root cause
analysis, corrective action and follow up inspection
is carried out.
• The MD KEPHIS in collaboration with the Kenya
Flower Council set up an FCM taskforce to manage
the pest.
Management of interceptions.
• KEPHIS continues to implement stringent measures and follow up for any non-compliance
received through interception notification to prevent future non-compliances.
• Collaboration with the industry for enhanced
communication, information sharing, awareness
and capacity building

3rd Phytosanitary Conference

Industry Role and Emerging Innovations in Phytosanitary Systems.

Sylvie Mamias
Secretary General, Union Fleurs

• Non-compliant documents trigger a higher
number of import rejections than actual plant
health issues (harmful organisms).

Challenges and Opportunities.
1. Plant-based industries nowadays operate RESPECTING PLANT HEALTH RULES IS
within increasingly global and cross-border VITAL FOR PRIVATE OPERATORS:
supply-chains:
Appropriate plant health rules and levels of controls
• Global markets function along very dynamic flows must be enforced at origin and at import into destion a worldwide scale since major intensification and nation markets, to ensure adequate protection
against pest outbreaks.
globalisation of trade started in the 1980s.
• Continuous process and product innovation, as
well as well-managed and efficient logistical chains, SAFE TRADE is an essential prerequisite for
are key elements for the growth and competitive- SUSTAINABLE SUPPLY-CHAINS LESSONS
LEARNED
ness of industries.
• Requirements to access destination markets are
• Responsible and duly diligent supply-chains are
becoming more and more stringent:
essential to safeguard plant health and help tackle
• New market drivers & an increasingly complex threats & emerging issues:
operating environment for private operators:
• Ensure appropriate anticipation, prevention and
• Global market conditions and routes to markets management of plant health issues at the earliest
are changing (digitization, e-commerce).
stage and along the whole supply chain .
• Climate-change challenges and sustainability • Fully integrate plant health issues in operators’
imperatives.
risk-management strategy :
• Disruptive impact of COVID19 pandemic.
• To limit costs of rejections at borders of
destination markets.
•
To optimize compliance costs.
Existing and emerging plant health issues put
• To ensure a stable access to export marpressure on plant health systems and on supkets in the long-term and secure sustain
ply-chains:
able market growth.
• Increased pressure on origin/exporting countries
• The efficient prevention & management of plant
to tackle plant health issues at the earliest stage
health issues at origin is evaluated and rewarded
and before export.
by destination markets at country-level, not at the
• Increased pressure on importing / destination level of individual operators.
countries to clear shipments to enter the market
• A collective effort across supply-chains is required
• Limited resources and need for a targeted and to maximise efficiency, actively involving NPPOs at
optimized use of control capacity.
origin & at destination, operators and industry
bodies.
13
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3rd Phytosanitary Conference

Way Forward / Recommendations
Striking the right balance between plant
health imperatives to protect ecosystems and
operational needs of supply-chains:
• No trade-offs on plant health but fast and efficient
procedures are necessary:
• Streamline processes and remove dupli
cations along the supply-chain
• Shift to paperless systems (ePhyto) to
optimize processes and protect legitimate
trade.
• Regularly review and update requirements.
• Focus resources, R&D and investment on prevention strategies, surveillance & capacity-building to
tackle plant health issues at the earliest possible
stage and avoid devastating outbreaks.
• Enforce risk-based and proportionate plant health
measures at critical points along the supply-chain to
target control capacity on actual issues and ensure
level-playing field conditions for operators.
• No ‘one – size – fits- all’ approach: take account of
product specificities, regional ecosystems and operational needs of each supply-chain.
• Favour a pragmatic & collaborative approach to
tackle existing and emerging plant health issues:
• Promote a constant dialogue between
NPPOs and other border agencies to
align procedures and documentation
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requirements as much as possible and
facilitate paperless trade.
• Provide efficient toolboxes to manage
plant health issues via innova tion and
R&D AND apropriate regulatory frame
works to use these tools (e.g. IPM,
biocontrol, breeding techniques)
• Industry and NPPOs should keep chal
enging each other in a productive
manner: coordinated management of
plant health risks via inclusive proceses,
partnership, innovation and trust-build
ing exercises.
What is needed:
• Awareness and continuous innovation and
improvement at each step along supply-chains
( both processes and procedures).
• Investment in research & innovation, in data
collection and in capacity-building for better prevention and management of plant health risks.
• Smart and fit-for-purpose policies & regulations
to ensure an enabling environment and a
level-playing field.
• Phytosanitary systems are only as strong as
their weakest link: efficient and coordinated Public-Private cooperation is absolutely essential to
succeed.

Congolese Team Learn about Potato and
Maize Value Chains in Kenya.

A

delegation of Congolese lecturers and
researchers from the Catholic University of
Bukavu and Hope University of Congo visited
KEPHIS Nakuru Regional Office to learn and
familiarize themselves about the Potato and
maize supply chain in Kenya. The team of
twelve were to gain insight into innovation,
teaching, cultivation, processing and research.
The aim was to create a more proactive and
practical approach in this work field and thereafter to pass this on to the Congolese students
eventually. It was a one-day training conducted
under the Phytosanitary Excellence(COPE) and
the
The team visited the various laboratories at the
Nakuru Regional Office including the Seed Laboratory, the Plant Health laboratory, the Molecular Laboratory among others.
Mission of Rwanda Inspectorate Competition and Consumer Protection Authority
to KEPHIS.
KEPHIS received a request by Rwanda Inspectorate Competition and Consumer Protection
Authority requesting for an opportunity to conduct a learning visit for six participants with the
aim of sharing experience between the two
institutions. The Rwandese team would also
learn best practices in terms of Seed Certification and Plant Variety Protection.
The five-day event included training on the seed
certification processes, visits to the Analytical
Chemistry and Plant Health Laboratories, training on plant variety protection, testing and
release. The participants field study was in
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Industrial Area where they toured Agriscope Seed
Company and learned firsthand seed certification
and KEPHIS role in seed companies.
Burundi Delegates Visit KEPHIS to Benchmark
on Global Accredited Laboratories KEPHIS
Headquarters, Nairobi.
A delegation from the Government of Burundi was at
KEPHIS Headquarters to experience firsthand
KEPHIS globally accredited laboratory facilities and
to learn about plantwise processes they can put in
practice in their country.
The event saw them have an overview of the plant
wise clinic operations, data management and processing, integrated pest management based recommendations and the electronic capture of plant data.
There was also the introduction and tour of the plant
health laboratory, tour of the Analytical Chemistry
Laboratory and a visit to the Plant Quarantine and
Biosecurity Station at Muguga.
Plantwise is a global programme led by CABI, which
assists farmers loose less of what they grow to plant
health issues. Working closely with national agricultural advisory services, CABI has established a global
clinic network, run by trained plant doctors, where
farmers can find practical plant health advice. The
objectives of this project are to build capacity on
pest diagnostics, strengthen data management of
invasive insects, improve the livelihoods of farmers
and enhance National Plant Protection Organizations
monitoring protocols and management technologies.
KEPHIS trained the delegates on plant clinic activities, pest surveillance, laboratory testing and pest
risks analysis.

The Burundi delegates at the heavy metal analysis lab at the Laboratory complex at KEPHIS
headquarters, Nairobi
The participants were Dr. Niyokwishimira Alfred –
Director General Of Burundi Institute of Agricultural
Sciences Research (ISABU), Mme. Nyandwi Vestine
– Director General of the General Directorate of
Agriculture, Ministry of Environment, Agriculture
and Livestock (MINEAGRIE), Mme. Itangishaka
Goreth – Director of the Directorate of plant protection MINEAGRIE, Dr. Ir. Irakoze Willy – Director of
Research ISABU, Dr. Ir Niyongere Celestin – Program leader Crops Production ISABU and Dr. Ir.
Ndayihanzamaso – Plant Pathologist ISABU.

Speaking during the event, KEPHIS MD Prof. Theophilus Mutui said the collaboration will see the two
organizations promote food safety and security.
Present during the signing were Africert’s CEO Mr.
Anthony Nderitu, Geoffrey Wathigo, the finance
Director at Africert and KEPHIS GM Quality Assurance Mr. Simeon Kibet.
Corporate Social Sustainability Initiatives
Improving Students Learning Environment in
Kwale County.

The tour was a collaboration between KEPHIS,
Centre for Agriculture and Bioscience International Mtaa Primary School in Kwale County is located in
an dry, hot and semi-arid area. Strong, heavy winds
(CABI) and the Government of Burundi.
blew off some of the roofs at the school and this
KEPHIS and AfriCert to Partner to Certify meant that students had to contend with more hazardous conditions when learning.
Organic Produce.
KEPHIS and AfriCert Limited have signed a Memorandum of Understanding that will see the two institutions partner to certify organic produce. AfriCert is
a competitive Certification company accredited and
approved by various standard owners in the Agribusiness sector, whereas KEPHIS is a government
parastatal whose responsibility is to assure the quality of agricultural inputs and produce to prevent
adverse impact on the economy, the environment
and human health. Africert undertakes organic
certification on Tea, Coffee, fruits and vegetables
among other agricultural produce. In the partnership, KEPHIS will offer analytical services to verify
that the organic produce is free from pesticide residues, other chemical contaminats and GMO.
16
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KEPHIS, through the Mombasa Regional Office,
came to their aid and donated cement, roofing
sheets, timber, nails and other materials to help
construct two roofs at the school. The donations
were part of the annual corporate social sustainability initiatives. Well, the two classrooms that suffered
that fate now have new roofs and the children are
now learning in a safer environment.

KEPHIS MD Prof. Theophilus Mutui, Headteacher Mtaa Primary School Mr Francis
Mwang’ombe and KEPHIS Mombasa Regional Manager Thomas Kosium inspecting damaged roofs
of Mtaa Primary School; Right: the school’s damaged roofs

Donating various materials for re-constrution of the roofs Right and below: re-constructed roofs

KEPHIS Human Resource instruments Establishment, Career Guideines and Human
Resources Policy and Procedures Manual.
Approved.
Staff will therefore transition from old strucThe State Corporations Advisory Committee has ture to the new structure going forward.
approved the KEPHIS Human Resource Instruments. These are the Staff Grading and
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